
 
Year      Classwork  2009-10 

Cushion  

Project 

Teacher :  

Mrs T.W.Owen 

Course Description 
There is a growing interest in ôinterior designõ 
created by television programmes.  As a  

result the use of soft furnishings and fabric 
have become fashionable items within the 
home.  With this in mind you are to design and 
make a cushion which would appeal to teen-
agers. 

Name                                                                    Group Colour 



 

The Sewing Machine 
You will need to use a specific stitch to 

produce an appliqué sample, this  

involves setting up the sewing machine 

on the zig zag stitch.  When the sample is 

complete, comment on your performance 

on the sewing machine. 

You will need to try out your cushion 

shape to see if it is suitable.  Complete a 

model of a cushion and evaluate its  

success. 
Name: 

Form :  Date : 
 
Group : 

E:   Excellent 

G:  Good 

RFI: Room for improvement 

C:  Concern 

EFFORT 

TEACHER COMMENT 

Skills  

Developing Number 

During this lesson 
you will be devel-
oping number 

skills by: 

You should at least: Be able to thread up the sewing  
machine and set up a straight and zig zag stitch 
 
Then try to: Produce an appliqué sample. 
 
To go even further: Produce a model of a cushion 

Cut out fabric to produce an 
appliqué sample and then use the 
sewing machine to join the fab-

rics together. 
Produce a model of a cushion. 

Model of cushion 

Evaluation of completed appliqué sample 

Example of Appliqué sample 

Evaluation of completed cushion 
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Name: 

Form :  Date : 
 
Group : 

Skills  

You should at least: Collect information from 4  
different sources. 
 
Then try to: Find and use a range of information 
 sources of information to research. 
 
To go even further: Seek out relevant information  
e.g. questionnaire or e-mail 

Research 

Research into fabric sources, how they are constructed and their properties using a variety 
of sources.  Present your information in an interesting way.  

Communication 

During this lesson 
you will develop 
communication 

skills by: 

Using a range of  
information sources 
to collect details 
about fabrics. 
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Name: 

Form :  Date
 : 

 
Group : 

E:   Excellent 

G:  Good 

RFI: Room for improvement 

C:  Concern 

EFFORT 

TEACHER COMMENT 

Skills  

You should at least: Collect information from 4  
different sources. 
 
Then try to: Find and use a range of information 
 and sources of information to research. 
 
To go even further: Seek out relevant information  
e.g. questionnaire or e-mail 

Research 

Communication 

During this lesson 
you will develop 
communication 

skills by: 

Fabrics are tested to ensure that they can do the job that is intended.  You will need to complete 3 experiments on  three  

different fabrics to decide which fabric would be most suitable for making a cushion.  You will need to record your findings for 

Experiment 1 
Creasingï take the three  
samples of fabric and  
squeeze them in your hand 
 keep them scrunched up  
for a few minutes and then  
let go.  See how much the  
fabric creases.  If the fabric  
has many creases then the  
fabric creases easily.  If the  
fabric springs back and has  
few creases it is said to be  
crease resistant. 

                             Experiment 2 
Shrinkageï Accurately measure 
the fabric before you start, and 
write down the results.  Hand 
wash the fabric in hand-hot wa-
ter with a detergent.  Rinse  
and dry  the fabric and then  
measure it again.  Is the fabric 
smaller than when you started? If 
so, then the fabric has shrunk. 

Experiment 3 
Frayingð look closely at the fab-
ric and try to pull the fabric 
apart.  How  
easily does the yarn come away 
from the fabric?  If the yarn 
comes away easily then the fab-
ric is said to fray easily.  If it 
does not come away easily then 
the fabric does not fray easily.   

Your findings Your findings 

Your findings 

Completing a range of 
experiments and  
forming conclusions 
from your findings 

Final conclusions 
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Name: 

Form :  
Date : 

 
Group : 

E:   Excellent 

G:  Good 

RFI: Room for improvement 

C:  Concern 

EFFORT 

TEACHER COMMENT 

Skills  

Communication 

During this lesson 
you will develop 
communication 

skills by: 

Writing clear sentences 
in your specification to 
communicate your  
intentions. 

You should at least: Produce a design specification  
or recipe. 
 
Then try to: Use what you have found out from your  
research to make a further 2 specification points. 
 
To go even further: Make sure your specification is  
detailed. 

SPECIFICATION 

The Brief.  
This describes what you intend to design and make.  
It does not go into detail. The brief  for the cushion  
project is:  

Design and make a colourful  

cushion demonstrating the  

appliqué technique  that would 

appeal to teenagers   

The Specification. 
This describes any features which must, or must not, be  
included in your design. The specification will not only guide 
your designing over the next few weeks but it will also help 
you evaluate its success later. Write the specification for your 
cushion: 

Cushion Specification  

  Mind map the purpose of a cushion and possible shapes.  

Purpose of a 

cushion 
Cushion 

shapes 
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My cushion must:  
1_______________________________________________________________  

   ______________________________________________________________  

2)______________________________________________________________  

   ______________________________________________________________  

3)______________________________________________________________  

   ______________________________________________________________  

4)______________________________________________________________  

   ______________________________________________________________  

5)______________________________________________________________  

   ______________________________________________________________  

6)______________________________________________________________  

   ______________________________________________________________  

7)______________________________________________________________  

    ______________________________________________________________  

8)______________________________________________________________  

   ______________________________________________________________  



 

Name: 

Form :  Date
 : 

 
Group : 

E:   Excellent 

G:  Good 

RFI: Room for improvement 

C:  Concern 

EFFORT 

TEACHER COMMENT 

Skills  

Communication 

During this lesson 
you will develop 
communication 

skills by: 

Use sketches to  
communicate your design 
ideas and  

annotation to  
communicate your 

You should at least: Use your information to  
sketch 4 imaginative ideas. 
 
Then try to: Improve your ideas by considering  
other issues e.g. health and safety, the  
environment etc. 
 
To go even further: Produce ideas that are creative,  
innovative and original. 

Ideas 

Complete a range of cushion ideas.  The drawings should be coloured and annotated. 
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Name: 

Form :  Date
 : 

 
Group : 

E:   Excellent 

G:  Good 

RFI: Room for improvement 

C:  Concern 

EFFORT 

TEACHER COMMENT 

Skills  

Communication 

During this lesson 
you will develop 
communication 

skills by: 

Using sketches/drawings 
to communicate your 
final design, including 
annotations and  
dimensions to  
communicate measure-
ments. 

You should at least: Use what you know to choose between  
your ideas then produce drawings/patterns/recipes together  
with dimensions/quantities. 
 
Then try to: Produce formal drawings/patterns/recipes with 
details of manufacture, use a range of skills, including the  
use of CAD.  
 
To go even further: Produce a model of your idea to show  
how you could improve your final design. 

Final Idea 

Choose one design idea to modifyðclearly label the appliqué design.  Label 
the sketch to show what techniques, fabric and components you will include 

in your idea.  Give clear indications of the dimensions of the cushion. 
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Name: 

Form :  Date
 : 

 
Group : 

E:   Excellent 

G:  Good 

RFI: Room for improvement 

C:  Concern 

EFFORT 

TEACHER COMMENT 

Skills  

Communication 

During this lesson 
you will develop 
communication 

skills by: 

Thinking ahead and 
writing instructions on 
how to complete a  
cushion. 

You should at least: Produce a plan of what  
you need to do. 
 
Then try to: Include the stages of making. 
 
To go even further; Show the timing for each  
stage of making. 

Planning 

Write a production plan for your cushion, identifying  areas which are easy to mass produce. 
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Name: 

Form :  Date
 : 

 
Group : 

E:   Excellent 

G:  Good 

RFI: Room for improvement 

C:  Concern 

EFFORT 

TEACHER COMMENT 

Skills  

Communication 

During this lesson 
you will develop 
communication 

skills by: Thinking 
about your own 
performance and 
the effectiveness 
of the product 
you have made  

You should at least: Evaluate your work as you  
go through the project bearing in mind your  
original intentions. 
 
Then try to: Compare it with your original  
specification/recipe.  You must suggest how it  
may be improved. 
 
To go even further: Show any possible improvements. 

Evaluation 

Evaluate your cushion against your specification and final idea. 

Evaluation of your product against the specification  
Copy out your specification from sheet 4: 

1)_____________________________________________________________________ 

2)_____________________________________________________________________ 

3)_____________________________________________________________________ 

4)_____________________________________________________________________ 

5)_____________________________________________________________________ 

6)_____________________________________________________________________ 

7)_____________________________________________________________________ 

8)_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Write down your comments about the success or failure of your product against each specifica-
tion from (1) to (8) above. 

1)_____________________________________________________________________ 

2)_____________________________________________________________________ 

3)_____________________________________________________________________ 

4)_____________________________________________________________________ 

5)_____________________________________________________________________ 

6)_____________________________________________________________________ 

7)_____________________________________________________________________ 

8)_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Describe how successful your fabric choice has been for the cushion.  Justify your  
answer. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 Finished product. 

Use the digital camera and colour printer to 
show photographic evidence of the product 
you have made.   

9Date completed:                          

ICT 

During this 
lesson you 
will develop 

ICT skills by: 
Using digi-
tal photog-
raphy and 
ICT to show 
what you 

have 
achieved.  

Changes/improvements to final outcome.  Give reasons for the suggestions: 
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